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“No matter how carefully you plan your goals, they 
will never be more than pipe dreams unless you 
pursue them with gusto” 

W. Clement stone 
    



Polity 
 BJP rushes Union ministers to J&K on its Mission 44: With Jammu and 

Kashmir high on its electoral agenda, the BJP is sending a large contingent of its 
Union ministers and senior leaders to the state in the run-up to the assembly polls 
as part of its ambitious Mission 44-plus target. J-K BJP sources said at least 30-35 
Union ministers and senior BJP leaders have been asked to travel across the state in 
the coming days to communicate the party's development and governance agenda 
to the people. As part of the plan, home minister Rajnath Singh is likely to visit J-K 
on September 5 while his colleagues, including Arun Jaitley (finance and defence) 
and Najma Heptulla (minority affairs), have already returned from the state. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi too visited Ladakh and Kargil last month while BJP chief 
Amit Shah addressed a rally in Jammu region. "There is no doubt that first BJP 
government will be formed in J-K in coming elections. Since we are confident of a 
good show in Jammu, our focus is on Kashmir and Ladakh," a state leader said. To 
ensure maximum gains from Kashmir where the BJP has never won any seat in any 
election so far, the party is eyeing a tie-up with separatist-turned-politician Sajjad 
Lone. Lone heads the Peoples Conference, which was once a part of the Hurriyat 
Conference. Lone has influence in some pockets of north Kashmir though he lost 
the 2009 Lok Sabha elections from Baramulla. BJP leader Ashok Khajuria recently 
indicated that his party was ready to work with Lone. (Hindustan Times). 

 
Economy 

  GDP growth propels markets to historic highs: Spurred by better 
economic growth in the April-June quarter of this financial year and sustained 
buying by foreign investors, the National Stock Exchange's (NSE's) Nifty on 
Monday closed above the 8,000 mark, for the first time ever. The index ended the 
day at 8,027.70, up 73.35 points (0.92 per cent) over its previous close. 
The BSE Sensex also scaled a new peak to close at 26,867.55, up 229.44 points 
(0.86 per cent). "The gross domestic product (GDP) growth rate returned to the 
five per cent -plus level. That boosted sentiment… We are probably in the second 
phase of a bull market and not close to the summit yet," said BSE Member 
Ramesh Damani. "The liquidity is strong globally and markets, as a result, are 
doing well. The momentum is there and does not seem to be easing anytime 
soon… cyclical companies should do well if growth and sentiment look up," said 
Ambit Investment Advisors Chief Executive Officer Andrew Holland. India's 
GDP, a measure of the country's economic output, grew at its fastest pace in over 
two years. It grew 5.7 per cent in the three-month period from April to June, 
according to figures released last week. Foreign institutional investors (also 
called foreign portfolio investors), were net-buyers to the tune of Rs 554.14 crore 
on Monday, according to provisional exchange figures. Domestic institutional 
investors net-sold Rs 561.69-crore shares. (Business Standard). 



Planning 
 WCD panels to frame action plans to trace missing Children: In order 

to trace missing children, the Delhi Government has constituted three working 
groups to submit action plans and guidelines, besides fixing a timeline for tracing 
missing children. The committees, which will submit the guidelines in a month to 
the Department of Woman and Child Development (WCD), will have been 
assigned a three-point mandate, including developing strategic framework for 
making the police network more responsive and involved in tracing families of 
missing children in a time-bound manner, streamlining the processes being 
followed by Child Welfare Committees for restoration of children, reviewing the 
process of restoration in residential institutions being run by the Department, and 
developing modalities for expediting the same. Principal Secretary (Social 
Welfare and Woman & Child Development) Satbir Bedi said a series of meetings 
are being held by the WCD to review the existing restoration process and 
formulating the standard operating procedures (SOPs) for restoring children back 
to their families in an expeditious manner. “The SOPs developed for chalking out 
steps involved in the restoration process, and to specify a timeline for each and 
every action required to be carried out at various stages so that all work is carried 
out in a time-bound manner and responsibility is fixed for delays, if any,” Ms. 
Bedi explained.  (The Hindu) 

Editorial 
 Looking beyond 2015: The moral and practical imperatives of creating an 

equitable world and a sustainable planet have increasingly become inescapable. 
These are not unattainable ideals either. This optimism is foregrounded in a 
blueprint produced by the United Nations Open Working Group on Sustainable 
Development Goals. The reason for the hope is based no less on the progress, 
though modest, achieved on the 2015 Millennium Development Goals — 
especially with regard to halving extreme poverty five years ahead of the stated 
deadline. In 2010, the world met the MDG target on potable water, as measured 
by access to improved sources of drinking water. But the target with respect to 
sanitation was not realised. The 69th session of the U.N. General Assembly is 
expected to consider the OWG’s outcome document as part of the process of 
formulating the post-2015 agenda. The 17 objectives and 169 specific targets that 
the OWG zeroed in on, as compared with the eight that constituted the MDGs, in 
themselves may appear significant only in quantitative terms. The vision 
encompassing the outcome document put together by the 30-member team is 
clearly much wider in scope and far more ambitious than the objectives set out in 
its predecessor document. For instance, the MDGs had posited an end to extreme 
poverty and halving, by 2015, of the proportion of people living on less than $1 a 
day. The broad objective for the future with regard to poverty is more ambitious. 
(The Hindu) 
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